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<g#© 2Hh WlBSTBJt's Account of an OitSton*. 

XY&. An Account of an Oil-Stone found at Saliftrary. In a 
JLetter from the Revermd 1 Sam«el Webster, to Mr. 
Calbb Gakkett, Rec. Bee. A. A. 

Saltjbury y January 24, 1783,. 
SIR, 

IH A V E found what the goldfmirhs ufe, and call an oil- 
ftone, equal, if not fuperior, to thofe imported from "Turkey. 
—But as it was fo fmall as only to make two, one for each of 
my ions, who- are 'goldfiniths, it is not in my power to fend 
you* a fample, It is extremely hard, and fbmewhat brittle ; £0 
that I eafily broke it into two pieces. When it is ground it is 
exceedingly fmooth, and ferves to fmooth their engraving tools. 
J found it in my field by accident, and. was excited, from its 
uncommon appearance, to take it up, not knowing, at that 
time, what it was. It is fomewhat curdled With light and dark 
brown, or, when ground, it approaches to a light chocolate 
colour y femewhat clouded. Before it was ground fome com- 
pared it to Cajiile fbap. I have made confiderable fearch for 
more, but without fucceik, I doubt not, however, that we 
have them in, the country, perhaps in plenty. I found this in 
moid ground. Thefe Hones are neceflary for alt thofe who 
make, ufe of engraving tools, and are now very ; fcaree and dea*. 
I tend you a piece of marble found near the mouth of St. 
John's-River, mNova~Scotia„ It is found of various colours,— 
white, bluifli and veined. lalfb fend you a fample of fait, made 
frorrk a falt-fpring in the Seneca country, on Mohawk-River : 
and a fample of cloth, coloured black with fumach-berries alone^ 
without copperas. I ana, &c. 

S^MtfEL WEBSTER. 
Mr. Caleb Gannett. 



